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6)  Originally, every unexplained phenomenon of nature is a mar-
vel, every undiscovered element or force is an "arcanim" every
unformulated law is "occult." In Paracelsus' days, the term "occult"
applied rightly to all unexplored phenomena. Today, it is used only
in referring to supernatural forces. Without prejudice to legitimate
and  scientific research  still  to be  done in the field  of para-
psychology, it is all too obvious that the majority of our contem-
porary occultists have no right to claim Paracelsus as their master,
as they do. Instead of doing research in their field, they are having
"experiences," or relate gypsy talk. Altogether they have not ad-
vanced one step beyond the tall tales which Paracelsus found in his
sources. Their aim usually is not to explain the occult as a natural
phenomenon, but, on the contrary, to get away from the laws of na-
ture and from the whole concept of science.
7)  Paracelsus was neither an "occultist" nor a Christian Scientist.
The sect which came closest to his opinions and leanings probably
was the masonic fraternity of the Rosicrucians. It flourished in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and at that time devoted itself
to earnest studies of the occult in a scientific way. Benjamin
Franklin was a member and Goethe was sympathetic.
No Rosicrucians, but inspired by related attitudes toward theoso-
phy and alchemy, are two men who exercise great influence in our
contemporary thinking, each in his field. The Irish poet William
Butler Yeats (1865-1939) certainly was the greatest mystic of our
un-mystical century, and his poems can hardly be understood by
anyone unacquainted with alchemical symbols. The Swiss psy-
chologist Jung draws heavily on the treasures of ancient mythology,
folklore, alchemical and astrological symbolism, and Catholic
mysticism.' He is also a Paracelsus scholar.
8)  In compliance with English usage, I use the word "necroman-
cer," although it strictly means a conjurer of ghosts. With refer-
ence to Paracelsus, the correct word would be "nigromancer," one
who deals in black magic.